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CONSTITUTION

OF THE

CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES.

Adopted August 3, 1874.

ARTICLE L
NAME.

SectioN 1. This Society shall be known as the
CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES.

ARTICLE II.

MEMBERS.

SeEcTION 1. The Academy shall consist of resi-
dent, life, honorary, and associate members, who
shall be elected in the manner hereinafter prescribed.
The qualifications for resident or life membership
shall be that the applicants are professionally en-
gaged in scientific work or have by their labor con-
tributed to the advancement of some branch of
science. [Amendment adopted January 5, 1891.]
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Sec. 2. Each applicant for life, resident or asso-
ciate membership, must be proposed in writing at
a stated meeting of the Academy, by two or more
resident or life members; and the name, occupation
and residence of the applicant thus proposed shall
be posted in a conspicuous place in the hall of the
Academy for not less than one month from the date
of proposing. After the name of an applicant for
membership has been so proposed, the Council
shall, at its next regular meeting, determine by
ballot the eligibility of the person proposed. If the
Council shall decide that the person proposed is
worthy of membership, it shall so report to the
next stated meeting of the Academy, at which time
he shall be balloted for by the Academy.

No person shall be elected to membership in the
Academy during the month preceding the Annual
Election.

Every person elected to membership shall pay
the initiation fee and the first quarter’s dues within
one month after receiving notice of his election and
shall sign the Constitution. [Amendment adopted

January 5, 1891.]

SEC. 3. If any applicant for membership has
not been reported upon favorably by the Council,
or has been rejected by the Academy, his name
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may be again proposed at any time after the expira-
tion of a year from the date of his rejection.

SEC. 4. Honorary members shall be elected
only at the annual meeting, and must have been
proposed by the Council not less than two months
before such meeting, and the names of the candi-
dates posted in a conspicuous place in the hall of
the Academy for that time.

Each candidate for life, resident, honorary or
associate membership must, to be elected, have
received the votes of at least four-fifths of the mem-
bers voting; and no more than one candidate can
be voted for at one ballot. No election shall be
declared unless twenty votes have been cast, and in
such case the ballot shall be taken at the next stated
meeting. [Amendment adopted January 5, 1891.]

SEC. 5. Any resident member may at any time
after his election become a life member by paying
into the treasury of the Academy the sum of one
hundred dollars, and notifying the Recording Sec-
retary that he desires to be enrolled as a life mem-
ber. The Council shall have the privilege of
nominating for election for life-membership at the
annual election such persons as have rendered
valuable services to the Academy; such elections
not to exceed two annually.
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Correspondents of the Academy shall be ap-
pointed by the Council for one year, and shall have
the privilege of attending the meetings and visiting
the library and museum, and of reading and com-
municating papers to the Academy. [Amendment

adopted January 5, 1891.]

Sec. 6. The business of the Academy shall be
managed exclusively by the resident and life mem-
bers, from whom the officers of the Academy shall
be elected. Honorary and associate members shall
have all the rights and privileges of the Academy
except that of voting. [Amendment adopted Jan-

uary 5, 1891.]

SeEc. 7. The number of honorary members
shall not exceed fifty, of which thirty shall be resi-
dents and citizens of the United States, and twenty
of foreign countries.

SEC. 8. Any member may be expelled from the
Academy for cause, and after due hearing, by a
vote of two thirds of the members present and
voting. But proceedings for such expulsion can
be conducted only at a stated or adjourned meeting.
The accused shall have the right to be present at
trial, but must withdraw when the vote for expul-
sion is ordered.
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A member shall not be expelled unless at least
twenty members vote for his expulsion.

A person expelled from the Academy shall for-
ever thereafter be ineligible for membership.

ARTICLE III.

TRUSTEES.

SECTION 1. There shall be elected annually
seven Trustees, who shall have charge and manage-
ment of the estate and property belonging to this
Society, and shall transact all affairs relative to the
temporalities thereof.

SEc. 2. Immediately after entering upon their
term of office, the Trustees shall organize by select-
ing one of their number as President of the Board,
and shall appoint a Secretary to keep the record of
their preceedings and perform such other duties as
they may require.

SECc. 3. The Trustees shall have power to
adopt such By-laws and rules as shall not be
inconsistent with the provisions of this Constitu-
tion, for the management and regulation of the
affairs and property intrusted to them and under
their control; the times and manner of conducting
their meetings and of transacting business thereat ;
and the government and conduct of the persons
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appointed by them to fill any office or- position.
They shall require from the Treasurer,. Librarian
and Director of the Museum, and from any person
who may be appointed by them to any position of
trust, such bonds as in their opinion shall be a
security to the Society for the faithful discharge by
him of his duties.

SEC. 4. The Trustees shall select some bank in
the city of San Francisco as the depository of the
funds of the Academy, and shall cause all moneys
received by them, or by any one of them, to be
deposited in such bank in the name of the California
Academy of Sciences. The bank selected by them
as such depository may be changed whenever the
Trustees shall deem it expedient. No moneys shall
be withdrawn from said bank except upon the writ-
ten order and direction of the Trustees, and no dis-
bursement shall be made except upon demands that
have been properly audited by them, and for which
their warrant shall have been drawn, signed by the
President and Secretary of the Board of Trustees,
and countersigned by the Treasurer of the Acad-
emy. They shall cause suitable books of accounts
to be kept, which shall at all times clearly show
all their transactions during the preceding year,
together with vouchers for all payments made by
them, and a full report of all property, real or per-
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sonal, held by them, and of the condition of the
Corporation.

SEC. 5. Whenever the Trustees shall have in
their hands funds that in their opinion are not
needed for the immediate use of the Academy, they
shall have the power to loan the same in the name
of the Corporation upon such terms as they may
deem advisable. '

No loan, however, shall be made except the same
shall be secured by mortgage of unincumbered real
estate in the State of California; or by a pledge of
bonds of the United States, of the State of Califor-
nia, of a County or City and County of this State,
whose value shall, in the opinion of said Trustees
be ample security for the amount of the loan and
the interest thereon.

The funds of the Academy shall not be loaned to
any of its Trustees, nor shall any loan be made
except upon the vote of not less than five of the
Trustees, entered upon the record of their proceed-
ings, and specifying the amount, terms, and secur-
ity, and the person to whom the loan is made. If
any loan is made contrary to the provisions of this
section, the Trustees making the same shall be in-
dividually and severally liable to the Corporation
for the amount so loaned. [Amendment adopted
January 6, 1896.]
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Sec. 6. The Trustees shall have power, if in
their judgment it is advisable, to invest any of the
funds of the Academy not needed for immediate
use, in bonds of the United States, of the State of
California, or of any County or City and County
of this State. Such investments, however, shall be
made only by the unanimous vote of all the Trustees,
entered upon the record of their proceedings, and
specifying the amount and character of the invest-
ment. [Amendment adopted January 6, 1896.]

SEc. 7. The Trustees shall have the custody of
the corporate seal of the Academy, and shall affix
the same to all contracts entered into by them in
the name of the Corporation.

ARTICLE IV.
OFFICERS.

SEcTioN 1. The officers of the Academy shall
be a President, First and Second Vice-Presidents, a
Corresponding Secretary, a Recording Secretary,
a Treasurer, a Librarian and a Director of the
Museum, all of whom must have been life or resi-
dent members for three years previous to their
election. The officers of the Academy shall consti-
tute a Council for the transaction of such business
as may be assigned to it by the Constitution and the
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Academy. The President of the Academy shall be
Chairman of the Council. Surplus publications
and exchanges of specimens shall be under the con-
trol of the Council.

The Council and officers and mémbers are pro-
hibited from incurring any indebtedness on behalf
of this Society, unless authorized by the Trustees.

SEc. 2. The Trustees and Officers of the Acad-
emy shall be elected by ballot on the day of the
Annual Meeting, for the term of one year. Their
term of office shall commence on the third Monday
in January, and continue until their successors are
elected and qualified. Before the stated meeting of
the Academy on the first Monday of December,
the Council and Trustees shall meet jointly to select
a Nominating Committee of five persons from
among the members of the Academy not holding
office, and this Nominating Committee shall pre-
pare and present to the Academy, on the stated
meeting of the third Monday in December, a ticket
naming one candidate for each office to be filled for
the ensuing year, and thereupon this ticket shall be
posted in a conspicuous place in the Hall of the
Academy. Other tickets may be presented, and
other candidates may be balloted for at the annual
election; provided the names of such candidates,
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together with the names of five or more members
presenting them, be posted for at least one week
prior to.the election with the ticket presented by
the Nominating Committee. At the stated meeting
on the third Monday in December, the Academy
shall appoint two Inspectors and two Judges of
Election, who shall have the charge of the ballot-
box, and shall conduct the election upon the day of
the annual meeting. The ballot-box shall be kept
open from the hour of nine A. M. to six P. M. to
receive the ballots of the members having the priv-
ilege of voting, and a register of those who vote
shall be preserved. No member shall vote at the
annual election who is delinquent in the payment of
his dues for any portion of the preceding year. At
the close of the election the Judges shall announce
the number of ballots cast for each candidate; and
the candidate who shall receive a plurality of the
votes cast for the office for which he had been nom-
inated shall be declared duly elected. [Amend-
ment adopted January 4, 1904.]

SeECc. 3. The President of the Academy, or in
case of his absence or inability to serve, the First
Vice-President, or in case of his absence or ina-
bility to serve, the Second Vice-President, shall
preside at the meetings of the Academy. The Presi-
dent shall name all committees, excepting such as
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are otherwise especially provided for, and shall have
a supervisory direction of the other officers of the
Academy. At the annual meeting he shall make a
report upon the condition and progress of the Acad-
emy, and shall also announce the deaths of mem-
bers that have taken place during the year.

SEC. 4. The Recording Secretary shall keep a
record ‘of the proceedings of the Academy; shall
receive and refer to the- Publication Committee the
papers presented for publication; shall furnish to it
an abstract of the proceedings of the Academy and
shall duly engross and sign the minutes of each
meeting before the next stated meeting. He shall
give suitable notice of. the time and place of all
meetings of the Academy. He shall keep a duly
classified list of the members, and shall attend to
such other business in his department as the Acad-
emy or President may direct. He shall notify
members of their election and furnish them with
diplomas.

SEC. 5. The Corresponding Secretary shall con-
duct the correspondence with societies and individ-
uals, but shall submit all such correspondence to the
President for his approval and signature. He shall
preserve copies of the correspondence, which shall
be kept in the hall of the Academy, and shall be at
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all times open to the inspection of the members of
the Academy.

Sec. 6. The Treasurer shall receive all the
funds of the Academy, and shall deposit the same,
in the name of the California Academy of Sciences,
in such bank as may be designated by the Trustees,
and shall not disburse any funds except under the
direction of the Trustees. He shall collect all dues
from members, and keep books showing a full ac-
count of receipts and disbursements. He shall
furnish the Trustees and Recording Secretary,
whenever required, a list of members entitled to
vote. He shall not enter upon the duties of his
office until he shall have given such bonds as the
Trustees may require. He shall be subject to
removal by the Trustees for cause.

Sec. 7. The Librarian shall have charge of the
library and shall enforce such rules for its manage- -
ment as may be drawn up by the Council. He
shall not enter upon the duties of his office until he
shall have given such bonds as the Trustees may
require, and shall be subject to removal by them
for cause.

Sec. 8. The Director of the Museum shall
have the general care and oversight of the museum
and scientific collections of the Academy, assisted
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by such curators as may be appointed by the Coun-
cil. He shall be subject to such rules for the man-
agement of the museum and scientific collections as
may be prescribed by the Council. He shall not
enter upon the duties of his office until he shall
have given such bonds as the Trustees may require,
and shall be subject to removal by them for cause.
[Amendment adopted January 5, 1891.]

Sec. 9. All officers shall make yearly reports
to the Academy, to be presented by the President
at the annual meeting; and special reports whenever
called upon by the Trustees or the Academy.

SeC. 10. In case of vacancy in the office of
Trustee, the remaining Trustees shall fill such
vacancy. In case of vacancy of any other officer
the council shall fill such vacancy. The person
selected to fill any vacancy shall hold the office
until the third Monday in January thereafter.

ARTICLE V.
MEETINGS.

SeECTION 1. The Annual Meeting of the Acad-
emy shall be held on the first Monday in January;
but if that day is a legal holiday, then upon the
succeeding Tuesday. Stated meetings shall be held
on the first and third Mondays of each month.
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Field meetings and excursions may be held at such
times and places as the Academy may direct. The
date of the annual election and meeting shall be
advertised for two weeks in a daily paper published
in San Francisco. The Council shall meet at least
once a month, and whenever the President shall call
it together.

SEC. 2. Any annual or stated meeting may be
adjourned from time to time for unfinished business
only, but not beyond the time of the next stated
meeting. .

SEC. 3. A special meeting of the Academy may
be called at any time by the President, notice of
which shall be given by advertising in a daily paper
published in San Francisco, and be posted in the
hall of the Academy. No business shall be trans-
acted at a special meeting except that specified in
the call.

ARTICLE VI
FEES AND DUES.

SECTION 1. Resident and associate members
shall pay two dollars and a half as an initiation fee,
and one dollar and a half per quarter in advance.
The payment of the quarterly dues of the officers
shall be left optional with them. [Amendment
adopted January 5, 1891; January 3, 1899.]
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SEC. 2. Life members shall pay the sum of one
hundred dollars in full of all dues and initiation fee.

SEC. 3. Any member who shall be in arrears
for dues more than six months, shall take no part
in the business of the Academy; and the names of
those who shall be one year in arrears shall be pre-
sented to the Council by the Treasurer. If the dues
of any member who is delinquent for one year shall
not be paid within three months after the presenta-
tion of his name to the Council, his name shall be
stricken from the rolls. A person thus dismissed
cannot be again proposed for membership until
arrearages have been paid, nor until the expiration
of one year from the date of dismissal. A person
who shall have been so dismissed a second time
shall never again be eligible for membership.

SEC. 4. Members who may remove more than
one hundred and fifty miles from San Francisco for
one year or more, may continue their membershlp
by the payment of half dues. -

Sec. 5. The Council shall be empowered to
exempt (sub silentio) a member from dues, when,
from peculiar circumstances, they may deem it for
the interest of the Academy.

SEC. 6. Any resident member who' shall have
paid his dues continuously for twenty-five years,
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shall thereupon become a life member without the
payment of further dues. [Amendment adopted

January s, 1891.]

 ARTICLE VIL

SCIENTIFIC COMMUNICATIONS, PUBLICATIONS
AND REPORTS.

SeEcTION 1. Communications on scientific sub-
jects shall be read at stated meetings of the Acad-
emy; and papers by any member may be read by
the author or by any other member. If any paper
is accepted for publication, the author shall be en-
titled to fifty printed copies.

SEC. 2. By a vote of the members present, any
member of the Academy may read a paper from a
person who is not a member. He shall not be con-
sidered responsible for the facts or opinions ex-
pressed by the author, but shall be held responsible
for the propriety of the paper. Persons who are
not members may read papers upon invitation of
the Academy.

SeEc. 3. The Committee on Publication shall
direct the publications of the Academy under the
general supervision of the Council.

SEC. 4. [Each member shall be entitled to re-
ceive, free of cost, one copy of all publications
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issued by the Academy during the time of his mem-
bership.

SEC. 5. Medals and prizes may be established,
and the means of bestowing them accepted by the
Academy upon the recommendation of the Coun-
¢il, by whom all necessary arrangements for their
establishment and award shall be made. Bequests
and trusts having for their object the advancement
of science may be accepted by the Academy.

ARTICLE VIIL
AMENDMENTS AND BY-LAWS.

SecTiON 1. This Constitution may be amended
on the day of any annual election of the Academy.
The proposed amendment shall be submitted in
writing at a stated meeting, and, if accepted by a
majority of the members then present, shall be
referred to the Council, who shall have power to
amend the proposition, and shall report the same,
as amended by them, to the Academy. The report
of the Council, or if no report be made by that
body within one month after its reference to them,
the original proposition, shall be considered by the
Academy at a stated meeting, and may be amended
at such meeting. If at this meeting the proposition
be adopted by a majority of the members then
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present, it shall be conspicuously posted in the hall
of the Academy from the time of such adoption
until the day of the annual election, when it shall be
voted upon by ballot in the same manner as the
officers of the Academy. No proposed amend-
ment shall be voted upon on the day of the annual
election, unless it has been finally adopted at a
stated meeting, and posted in the hall of the Acad-
emy at least two months before such annual election.

SEc. 2. The Academy shall have the power to
adopt By-laws, not inconsistent with this Constitu-
tion, for the conduct of its meetings, the govern-
ment of its officers, and management of its affairs.
Such By-laws may be adopted or amended at any
stated meeting by a two-thirds vote, provided the
proposition for such By-laws or amendment shall
have been presented at a previous stated meeting,
and posted in a conspicuous place in the hall of the
Academy for not less than two weeks; but no by-law
or amendment can be voted upon durlng the month
preceding the annual election.

SEc. 3. Nothmg in this Constitution or the By-
laws thereunder shall affect the status of the present
officers and Trustees of the Academy for the term
for which they have been elected, nor until their
successors have been elected and qualified there-
under.



BY-LAWS

) OF THE
CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES,

as amended May 4, 1903.

ARTICLE L
MEETINGS.

SEcTION 1. The Stated and Annual Meetings
of the Academy shall be held in the Academy
building at eight o’clock in the evening.

SeEC. 2. In the absence of the President and
Vice-Presidents, a member shall be chosen to pre-
side at the meeting, by a plurality of vive woce
votes, upon nomination.

ARTICLE IIL
RULES OF ORDER.

SECTION 1. The parliamentary rules, as adopted
and practiced in deliberative bodies in the United
States, shall be the rules of order in the transaction
of business of this Academy, except so far as these
are modified by the Constitution of this Academy.
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ARTICLE IIIL

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

1. Reading of the minutes of the previous
meeting.

2. Election and reception of new members.
Propositions for membership.
Accessions to the museum.

Accessions to the library.
Written communications.
Verbal communications.
Reports of standing committees.
Reports of special committees.
Unfinished business.

Reports of officers.

New business.

Adjournment.

ARTICLE 1V.

PUBLICATIONS.

OY ®JF oen
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SECTION 1. The Committee on Publication shall
be appointed by the Council.
ARTICLE V.
COMPLAINTS AND TRIALS,

SECTION 1. Any complaint against a member,
or any charge for which his expulsion is demanded,
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shall be in writing, signed by the member making
the charge, and presented to the Council.

If the Council shall deem the matter worthy of
investigation, they shall furnish the accused with a
copy of the charge, together with a notice that the
same will be presented to the Academy for investi-
gation. '

The notice shall specify the time at which the
charge will be presented to the Academy, and,
together with the copy of the charge, shall be served
upon the accused at least one week before the time
therein specified for presentation.

At the stated meeting specified in the notice, the
Council shall present the matter to the Academy,
and thereupon the Academy shall fix a time for
trial, which time shall be either at a stated meeting
or at an adjourned stated meeting.

The accused shall have the privilege of appearing
at the trial with counsel, and of offering witnesses -
in his behalf, but shall not be present at the discus-
sion or vote of the Academy upon the matter.

ARTICLE VI,

SECTIONS.

SECTION 1. Whenever not less than five mem-
bers of the Academy shall unite to form a Section
they shall have the right to do so, but shall first
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submit to the Council of the Academy a written
communication, signed by the members who pro-
pose to form such Section, stating the department
of Science, or the character of the investigation or
study which it is intended the Section shall pursue;
but no Section shall be considered as formed or be
recognized by the Academy, until due notification
thereof, which shall be made to the Academy by the
President or the Recording Secretary, or, in the
absence of said officers, some other member of the
Council, at the first regular meeting of the Acad-
emy after or following the receipt of the communi-
cation from the members proposing to form such
Section. And upon and after such notice at a reg-
ular meeting as above, such Section shall be con-
sidered as established, and a written notice of the
same shall be posted in a conspicuous place in the
hall of the Academy, and the members of the latter
shall have the right to attend the meetings of the
Section so formed. Persons not members of the
Academy shall not be members of any Section.
Sections formed as above may make such by-laws
as are deemed necessary, and the members thereof
shall have the power to manage the affairs of the
Section to which they belong, and only the mem-
bers of a Section shall have the right to vote upon
matters pertaining to the Section to which they



29

belong — Provided, however, that no by-law or reg-
ulation made by any Section shall conflict with the
Constitution or By-Laws of the Academy.

If at any time it shall be found that the action of
any Section is detrimental to the interests or objects
of the Academy, or that any Section, through the
apathy or dissensions of its members, shall cease to
pursue or carry out the objects for which it was
formed, or for any other good and sufficient cause—
then the Academy may suspend or abolish such
Section by a two-thirds vote of the members present
at any regular meeting, and any Section so sus-
pended or abolished shall not be continued or
restored except upon the recommendation of the
Council at a regular meeting of the Academy, and
by a vote of two-thirds of the members present.

Any and all property acquired by any Section
shall be the property of the Academy, but may be
segregated and kept apart from the general prop-
erty of the Academy, for the special use of the
members of the Section to which it belongs, so
long as such Section may exist, but upon the disso-
lution or abolishment of any Section, then the same
shall be merged in the general property of the
Academy.

A notice of the meeting of any Section shall be
posted in a conspicuous place in the Hall of the
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Academy, or announced at any regular meeting of

the latter, but no meetings of any Section shall be
held during the hours or period of any meeting of
the Academy, but at such other times as may be
found convenient to the Sections, and may be held
in such rooms in the building of the Academy as
may be available.
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